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Adricnn Papp

THE TurkisH BaTHs oF HUNGARY

ARCHAROLOGICAL REMAINS OF THE OTTOMAN ERA

Herepitas Arcuarorocica Huncariag

Hungary has always been famous for its thermal waters, and nowadays most of the tourists who arrive here
try one or other of the nation’s baths. It was thus in past centuries, too. Even during the Ottoman occupation
era, there were several travel writers who praised the beneficial effects of the Hungarian baths. This volume
will acquaint you with the bath culture of the period (1541-1699). Thermal baths were built that exploited
the natural sources of heat in the country, amongst which are some valuable buildings that have been
in continuous use for the 450 or so years since their construction. Thermal baths once stood all over the
occupied territory that have since been destroyed and can only be explored through archaeological methods.
The bath buildings provide excellent examples of the technical knowledge of the 16"-17" centuries: the
creation of domed rooms, the drainage of water to appropriate places, and the development of underfloor
heating systems in the thermal baths all represent serious achievements. Some of Budapest’s bath buildings,
which were built in the golden age of the Ottoman Empire and represent its classical architectural style, are
comparable in beauty and scale to the Sultan’s and the Grand Vizier’s baths in Istanbul. This volume,
however, not only presents the most outstanding bath buildings, but provides an overview of all the remains

from the Ottoman era that have been archeologically explored.
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